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The Challenge of the Prophets


The Literacy Problem—most of us have very little idea what these books are about.  They are far more difficult to read and understand than 1 and 2 Samuel.  Because they’re hard to read and understand, they are open for abuse and misuse.  If I asked you what the book of Ruth was about, I bet several of you can tell me.  But when I say, what is Ezekiel about or Zephaniah, I bet the room would get quiet.  We just don’t know much about them and that makes it challenging.




The Language Problem—the language of the prophets is very different from our normal language.  Besides all the strange and difficult imagery (of which there is much), the fact that this language doesn’t function at face value makes it even harder.  We have no words for hesed,  and Hebrew has no word for microwave.  Prophets use figurative and hyperbolic language.  When Micah (4:1-5) prophesies that the mountain of the LORD will be larger than all other mountains, is he talking about a physical change in the earth’s geography or more likely that the God who is worshiped on Jerusalem’s mountain will reign victoriously over the entire earth.

In the last days 
   the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
   as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, 
   and peoples will stream to it. 
  Many nations will come and say, 
   “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
   to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
   so that we may walk in his paths.” 





The Church Problem


Atomostic, Ahistorical reading—this inevitably means these books will say exactly what we want them to say, not what they are trying to say.

Victimization and Apathy—we give up on these books and take a few nuggets here and there and apply them to Jesus.  There is a better way.  The way that’s most promising is to treat these books like we do the rest of the Bible—not as ecstatic mysteries to be deciphered with a newspaper in hand but as historical writings that we must understand in context to the original audience before they can mean anything to us.



**He Gave Us Prophets by Richard Pratt—A must read/listen/view for those who want to understand the prophets!  

 http://thirdmill.org/seminary/course.asp/vs/hgp



A Case Study


Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  Isaiah 7:14




-What is this prophecy talking about?





-How can this prophecy be related to Jesus?  The woman and child of Isaiah’s day were foreshadows of Jesus’ birth.  Just as the child of Isaiah’s time was a sign of redemption of God’s people and judgment against unbelief, so Jesus was the ultimate sign that God would rescue those who trust and bring judgment against those who reject God’s offer of salvation.



The Prophet’s Job Description

What is a prophet’s job?  The mouth piece of God, sent by God to the people.  But why?  For what purpose?  To enforce the covenant.  To give the people warnings that they are in violation of the covenant made with God and will suffer covenant curses if they don’t repent.

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8


The DNA of Prophets—3 major covenants of the OT—Abraham (bless the world), Sinai (stay holy), Davidic (a good king to rule the earth).  These 3 covenants are always in play in the prophets.)  As covenant enforcers, the prophet comes with judgment for Israel’s inability to keep the Mosaic covenant to be holy.  Then come repentance and salvation oracles based on the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants.    These 3 movements constitute the prophet’s job:  judgment based on Sinai, repentance leads to salvation based on Abrahamic and Davidic covenants



Judgment

On your clothes is found 
   the lifeblood of the innocent poor, 
   though you did not catch them breaking in. 
Yet in spite of all this 
  you say, ‘I am innocent; 
   he is not angry with me.’ 
But I will pass judgment on you 
   because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’  Jeremiah 2: 34-35


Repentance

 “‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the LORD, 
   ‘I will frown on you no longer, 
for I am faithful,’ declares the LORD, 
   ‘I will not be angry forever. 
Only acknowledge your guilt— 
   you have rebelled against the LORD your God, 
you have scattered your favors to foreign gods 
   under every spreading tree, 
   and have not obeyed me,’” 
            declares the LORD.   Jeremiah 3: 12-13


Salvation

Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding. In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the land,” declares the LORD, “people will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ It will never enter their minds or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be made. At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the name of the LORD. No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their evil hearts. In those days the people of Judah will join the people of Israel, and together they will come from a northern land to the land I gave your ancestors as an inheritance.  Jeremiah 3: 15-18
The Nature of Prophetic Prediction

What do the prophets predict?


Exile


Restoration of land and throne


The Day of the LORD



What do those predictions look like?


Synchronic not diachronic (at one point in time instead of development through time)

Micah 4:9-10—Refers to Judah’s exile and promised return in 586BC
Micah 4: 11-13—Refers to Judah’s victory after Sennacherib’s siege in 701BC
Micah 5: 1-2—Refers to the birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem after the siege
Micah 5:3—Refers to Judah’s abandonment until the birth of Messiah
Micah 5:4-5—Refers to Messiah’s final peace and abandonment



Generic prophecies—Genesis 3:16 fulfilled in a myriad of ways over multiple millennium




Conditional predictions—“”If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.’  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  Isaiah 1: 19-20 (cf. Isa. 7:9; Jer 7:5-7; 22: 4-5; Mic 6:1)


Assured predictions—“The LORD Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will happen.’” Isaiah 14:24 (cf. Isa. 45:23; Jer. 4:28; 7:15-16; 11:11; 14:10; 23:20; Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 13; 2:1, 4, 6)

Implied conditional predictions—“If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted, and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it.”  Jeremiah 18:7-10

What does this mean for the end times?

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 
 
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.   2 Peter 3: 8-13


This means…







Theology of Prophets


What kind of God is this?

What does this God feel like?  Does God have emotions?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Is this God patient and kind still?  Yes, absolutely.  Is this God also serious about the covenant, that God’s law isn’t a joke to be toyed around with?  







What do the prophets say about us?


When Jesus said "repent" he meant that believers should live a whole life repenting.
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